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We nouf2 like Lo invite you to wike a ohot slouy or essay about things you
%,Mmga&ul%mgeo{mg"gomm@m"wm%&omm
you sould ke fo 3o it. St docont hae to sound professionally written, juot
(@em}(/&ew@a Q(Dew‘m»f}/mdmf&&enm[ooﬂlmmmmmmmm
We il display cach of these wrilings here on the neboite for aff of us to 1ead,

weboile. Fhe addresses are on the 'Contact WUs' page. We look fommard

to hearing from you: 2
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@ Fire at Longpiew

f’fr BETH SCHERER

You live in Lower Pollagrote Fownship and a kitchen fire breaks out in your
home. Fhe Sanatoga Fine Company or the Ringing JGl Fine Compansy
to neopond. Due fo a quick vesponse by off the soluntecrs wilh the modewn dan

Unfortunately, the same can not be 0aid about Fhe Longrien Fotel.

Ihe Longuien Hotel? Where in that? FHad ik suriined the destuctive fire
back in 1905, it might otill Be down the 10ad from Cutiffos ak the entrance of
%Wﬁmmmmmmgmwﬂmm So,l’/gue

gﬁmw%mﬁw%1908,w¥mlmm&nmm%5mm@a

Fire Company was incorporated. St was about 82 members otrong. @ the
Lownohip grew, it was recognized thal thete was the need for another fire
companyy. Sn Ganuary of 1956, instead of okating, 28 men met ot the
WMOM%&SWW@W&@WE}W
Fire Company

vV



zmmmamxhzge ULLmon”kqﬁé@uuuw&aaCLWMﬁ4M%MW&MJIMMebn[KaEM%hoo{

50 YEARS LATER

Sanatoga Fire Co's rst fire ﬁghtlng Ringing Hill Fire Co's first new fire truck,
apparatus bought in 1908 for $796.00. a 1958 International bought for $25,000.

SUBMITTED JANUARY 28, 2011
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!Qﬁ BETH SCHERER

Otars recently. She new cast which includes actors, athletes, talk show hosts, o
madel suriinor, and She Karate Hid off are worlh rearianging DMlonday
night achedules Lo tune in and nalch for the next sereral necks. Do doubt
LT, AR e AT A TN B R A A
the spollight.

ONEIL s~ fordileosith, the. SubigBloot. Bollioodmtibic binde a3
archeatras playing eveny weckend for cronds from ol aver Lo dance ta and enjoy.
Howerer, Sunnybrook wasn't the onfy dance hall in town. Both Ringing
Reocks Park and Danatoga Park cach provided dance halls for many Lo sbuuk

Recards dating back to 1896 show there was o Dancing Pasifion in Ringing
Reocks park. St was of Queen @nne architectine, had o greal, beautiful
bafeonyy, and was in the shape of a Mallese cross. St made for one of the
mask atlractive apots in Montgomeny Countyy. St is now the Ringing Racks
Roller Rink.

VI
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to gather and bainf thein way around the dance floor. @ quantel played for

park grounds affter evenylhing efse had Been Lorn down. St was tuwned into o

woller nink in the fater years and unfortunately was deatroyed by fire in 1940.

1900a !
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Interior and Exterior of the Dancing Pavilion at Ringing Rocks Park from an 1896

booklet
VII
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Grand Ballroom t Sunnybook dec

Interior of the brated' for a Bicentenniél Ball in1

SUBMITTED MARCH 21, 201 1
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sounds of Baseball are in fulll swing. @fter o long winter and an @puif Fooks
day anow ohorer, the waik is finafly over Lo ace the Phantastic Phiflics and the
much anlicipated pitching deam team. With off the excitement in the ain
ol bl oAl sl B aelioncl ShE Shiad Fattaiidel
Historical Society not to pay homage lo Sanaloga's own, Bobby Shants.

Bobby qren up on Sanlor's @oenue in Danatoga and slarted his baschall
caneer, by playing with the Sanatoga Fee Wees. Sn 1949 he olarked pitching
e Pl el h oMU oticn) Ce otije vilh Phibadelbhie” sl 55 sfodts
he mosed to the Kansas City, team. Wter pikching for the DY Yankees,
PittoBurgh Pinates, Fouston Coll 450 and the St. Louia Cardinals, he
SR i coes SR 6 s B v Pl A

@ fen other notable statistics about Bobby are that ke was the 1952 @merican
League Most Vabuable Player, he played in the 51,52, and 57 @l Star



Bobhy Shants ia a twe baseBall legend in Lower Pollagrore!

 NEW YORK YANKEES

: PITCHER

: "'ﬁ:iriq-*-__'.f;,z_tﬁﬁﬁ‘_n a New York

~ Yankees baseball card
W, e e

RIS LW

e

S TASE . L 1 o Lx Va2 MY '-"'.I\..:‘ it i
Autographed photo of Bobby

Bobby at 2010 LPHS
Strawberry Festival...

SUBMITTED APRIL 10, 201 1
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@@r BETH SCHERER

S jusk o couple of weeks the Potlagrore Denior High Schaol Hass of 2011
will be heading onto a stage Lo neceide thein dipfomas.. DMlost of these
qraduates will Be ending a 18-year otay with the Potlsgrote Schools. Fhey
slarted ot Lower Poltagrore , Weak Poltagrore, or Ringing Racks
Olementany achool, joined together af the Sntermediate School , and spent the
fast four years at the High School. Dok too fong age these achools didn't
een exiok.

Pottagrore Somnohip. DMast of the historical data documenting the FPoltogrove
schoch i from the'lallen part of the 1800s but some of these achoots sete in

Yhrough the 8" grade.

Until September, 1955 Lower Pollagrote students attended Potlotonn Fligh

Xl



Snitially the 7 gradews sent
to Weat Poltagrove Figh
Ochool which i now the
ofementany achool. Potlagrore
on Kauffman Ra. opened its
doons in Deplember of 1958.
commencement ceremonty Nas
A3 alothe bish sehool it
years bater, the Class of 2011

School and congratulations o
the Class of 20111

Class of 1907

Third Annual Commencement

OF THE

Lower Pottsgrove Public Schools

In Sanatoga Chapel

SANATOGA, PA.

©On Friday Evening, May 3lst, 1907

AT EIGHT O'CLOCK

PROGRAM

Prayer, - - - -  REv. HENRY ALFKE
Salutatory, - - - Frank D. WAGNER
Music, - - - 2 - ORCHESTRA
Oration, - - - NewToN K. SAVAGE
Class History, . - SALLIE E. KUMMERER
Music, - - - - ORCHESTRA
Valedictory, - - CHARLES S. SCHEFFEY
Presentation of Diplomas, - REv. HENRY ALFKER
Music, - - - - - ORCHESTRA
Address to Graduates, - - Dr. A. C. ROTHERMEL
Benediction, - - - Rev. HENRY ALFKE

Commencement Announcement from 1907

SUBMITTED MAY 22, 2011
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&3 BETH SCHERER

Ochool is ont and it's summetime! Jime to pack up the SUD and head

‘slaycation” in Lower Pollogrose with some ont of town sisitors. @ one time
thase out of town disitors had their choice of at feast four hotels Lo alay al in

R | W
j = s T I
el e T '"""T‘"]""} "n" 1 | 1]
| Hl i

aw1770%%
RBSoscits. St hasid

XIIl



5&%-34@5}0&
Fotel was focated on
what we now know as
Obande Road fnown
m%%ugw
Road”. St was known
in the fate 1800s as a
good specimen of the
SR Larienn.

- R e W

ol s Boated oft
e, o
Pleasantsion Ra. St

i up ankil the fate
& 1800 when Dasid
giﬁ,% Sanger opened it as a
hotel. St became a
wequbar meeting place for the Lower Poltagrore School Board. You may afso
vemembBer that this buifding housed the Sanatoga Fosk office in it's lask years
before being Lorn down so the now dacated Rite §id Pharmacy could be built.

XIV




@f‘/n/i/@ & Rotograph Co.

Lons view, Sanatesa Jark, Pettstown, Pa.
O(Dbﬂiwnm/ﬂm,a
@ we know from a previous article, it was destroned by fire in 1905.

SUBMITTED JUNE 26, 201 1
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"She O Owimming L6

Y»ﬁ CAROL ISETT

TD@KWW%M%,WWO{WWW;WW
to ways Lo cool off. Back in the days before ain conditioning and backyard

i/[amfgm/[*zo

!53 the hour. XV



acres and was 0aid fo be

Levvrree o mis

@nother qreat place Lo cool off was Punse TGl Dam focated at Pruse Fill
the coldeot apot in the
0o what eoe would be
better than to take a
cool Aip in' the vefreshing
watews. Shere was a
it Niss Olsie Gien;
of §. &. Lins,
oxner and proprietor of
the Puuss JOM Sce Co., tanght local hifdren how Lo swim there.

XVII



I o 5 hE maid
spot which would fit the
calegou of "of2
wmmmﬂﬂo&")coa
"T". gﬁwm \CRM»G'O,
Dam down abmost ot
the end of Danatoga
Creock where ik emplies
info the O chuyllifl
R Shoere nasdhd
proverhial rope lied o a tree thal ewung out aver the water, and a few brave
wnsafe to be near, into the cool waters befon.

WW'AMGXWW,MWWWWWXmeoﬁmW
carky dans of Lower Potlogrose Fnp.

SUBMITTED JULY 13, 2011
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8omn,womm,mqﬁomm¥omioemaml me
winding down, some would agree that ice cream Lastes of sa good any time of
sanifla, chocolate, o sanifle & chacolate awinl ice cream craming ia right an the
&ast end of Danatoga in Lower Pollograte Jomnship. Sf you're heading Lo
or from the Sanatoga exit off of 422 and your uavels take you onto Gast
Wgw,ﬂm&’%ww1950amﬂ3mlaummlﬁmmm

Woyuwammawmmcg1952aaa@aw@f$w&wmgmdm&
Severaf years later in 1958, the Carvel Jee Cream name changed over Lo
Jibltop Diive Sn and more than jusk ice cream was Being seried. Once the
downs Fhe Bucet familly aut of Buudsbora aere ane of the original caness, of
Jillbtop. Sn the carly 19600 the Sobias family partnered with the Buccis in
onnewship. Fhe cone was re-buill and otill stands on the roof todan due to some
winnings ol the horwe races.

XIX



Joe Zlomek, editor of the Sanatoga Post, had this interesting information to add.
Hilltop’s food rated a five-star review earlier this year on Yelp, the social
networking platform for dining and entertainment. “I LOVE this place! My
family and I have been going there for years,” a Phoenixville reviewer wrote.

Eighty-four percent of voters on Urbanspoon Philadelphia, a restaurant online

rating guide, gave Hilltop a thumbs-up. Two independent bloggers also have
given it raves.

SUBMITTED SEPT. 5, 201 1
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[?Mj BETH SCHERER

of shopping centers, numerons doctor officen & other amall businesses oit afong
the Loner Potlagrore Fonnohip otretch of Gast Figh Street. @mong off of
these busineos buikdings, some juol buill within the fast decade, vits o quaint,

fittle brick chapel with o tolley in the Backyard. OK, so ils not a el trofley,
but ik io o buifding that looks bike o trofley. Sf you don't already know, this
chapel io the of2 Danatoga Union Sunday Schoof whick now is headquarters
for She Lomer Pottogrote Historical Sacielsy.

She buifding itool] dates back to 1891 but LPIS 2idn't oblain the decd
untif 100 years fater in 1991. Fhe Sociely nas originally founded in 1985.
Restoration of the chapel i o main goal of LPIHS. Located inside the
chapel are many ilems depicting the sast histowy of Lower Fotlogrore
onnohip. St tuuly is o museum focated in the heart of Sanatoga and the
township. Fhe Loner Potlsgrose Historical Daciety io preseviing the heritage



@ with most non-profit arganizations, LPIHS depends on its membership fees
and hofds funduaisers fo cimply pay the Biffs. Yard Safes, Strarberuy
Saciely affoat. Dok to mention all the lime and energy its members hase
given and continue fo give. @t the end of thic month a new event will be added
to disik that little Brick building focated ot 2841 &. Jigh L. on Sunda,

10/30/2011%1 4jnzm %WW&QWMWW

that fooks bike a trofley, well, you  jusk hare to come By and find out for

SUBMITTED OCT. 14, 2011
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by GLENN ISETT
St's DMovember and se have abready had a mini-blizzard and the temperature is
Shal's when the finaf 200 fap race was held at the Sanatoga Dpeedivay.

L b e
1




Sanatoga Opecdnary nas buill in 1987 by ©3 Moll, Fohn Sseetinood, and
Dick Pefacotti. St was o 1/5 mife flak asphall track and remained that sige
untif ils unlimely demise. St swas primanily o midgel tack untif 1941 and
then cosed during WIS, With the end of WIS the racelrack
MNiifriins T the 1 948 secndht e Beinmncing stockearad * Shiz'sas
voughly o year before TUESCAR. held it's firsk race in mid-1949. Fhe otock
cars of Danatoga were unfike the vacers of today. Shey nere primarify
windowless, fendenbess 1980-1940 Ford coupes, with an accasional Chesy o
Dodge, and what was known then as a bio door sedan thrown in. DMlosk had
flat head Ford V8 engines and three speed on the floor tansmissions.

By 1951 the scason xan from @prif to October and included 47 meets. Fhis
was posoible Because in many secks there were tio meets, and on Memorial
Day, there was an afterncon and night program. So adl Lo this quieling
schedule was the format of the program self. Depending on the number of
entrants there would Be heal races of 8 to 10 faps. Sf you finiched in perhaps
the top 10, you qualificd for a semifinal. Shen there nere nonally bio semi-
finals made up of the heat quabificrs.  @gain, hete wore o wumber of qualifirs
for the feature race of uonally 25 laps. Buk waik, there nas one more chance
lo gel inko the feature etent. W non-qualifiers coufd race in the Consolation
Pt and. usualby theblop 2 Rould-qudify o the lectindbice.: You could
possibly wun in 4 races in one meet. Quok to ohon the tenacity of a champion,
on DMlay 80, 1951, Gimmy Ryan snon the afternoon feature and finiched thind

XXIV



8 mentioned new ownenship and ohowmanchip. Seorge Marshman was a
haigds., + 81 I Mo 5D o- Demdlilen Diochi, Wil 2 St
7 g MR g MRS g RN oy S
S T8 5o L o e s o A U SRl o, i DLt
e AT Lo o SCte [orbl It ot The Tons
cvashing was otaged. She fence was vy foosely conatumcted near the beginning
and the end of the Backstretch. Shere nas o wdimentany 10ad for the dviver fo
follow, and there was a epalter near the entrance Lo the third tun Lo wave him
ol Wheoughto the Tuack when st s’ all oleas

Sn 1958, placards started appearing herafding the amival of the fastest duag
Shis wiiter fnows of no explanation for the end, buk end it 33, and a once
O thed O Catitisbich, olgaby Yoba Bio ok Bhealvichs Brigissnl b, "eerl ol o &
fen random patohes of aophall that can be found among the weeds and high
gracs; and the ofd racing aficionados will tefl you with o note of pride and o
Pint of misly-eyed mefancholy that "this ia where the fourth tuen was'.

SUBMITTED Nov. 11,2011

Going into 4th turn looking at Grandstand



.3 el s By low el hing o saboilor s haloay Bncn?, b1
holiday hustle and buotle man hare come and gone for another year, bul now's
the time fo cach in on some queat after Ghnistmas and year-end deals. Slo time
o YeBlitauindll b hallid oerd gou 2iskle qoi Fadonfile Being cokics, of
perhaps you're in need of a new FHD, flak screen IV before your Super Bowl
Partsy next month. You can find these itema plus so much more ot o locaf,
Sanatoga Corporation has been sevving the Loner Foltagrore community for

WSOWMWM%WW%WMW
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Ofiver Wittenmyer bon as Oliver Doner was the founder of what is now
Sanatoga Corporation. Ofiver qren up in Danatoga and started the
Sanatoga Radic Company in 1925 by taseling to Mew York City to
purchase 1adio pats. He assembled the vadics and sold them door to door.
Ofiver expanded his product fine Lo include home appliances and cventually
senvice appliance atore and in the carly 1960s the name of the otore was
changed Lo Danatoga Corporaion.

Under Recent Renovation

Sn 1970, Charles
hio father and
remaina the cument [
owner of Sanaloga
Corporation. She
slore and ohowroom
are MMl in the
W%mmdz?ssgmxwgwméw of counse. Charfes’
m%wﬂwm&mmmaﬂfmma the business afong with o

fong-time, foyal otaff. Shey re 1eady Lo talk & Vs and appliances with you!

XXVII
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Charkes Witkenmuer recently mas o quest opeaker al the Loner Follogrote
Hstorical Saciely. e in a distant relalive of @nnic Wittenmuyer, ciif war
heroine and Sanatoga nalive. Chardie spoke of @nnic's many contributions Lo
the Loner Potlagrore community and much more. e cten talked about some
Pistory, of appliances and how his father, Oliser, contributed to some of that
Pistory. Sf you gel o chance fo talk to Chardic, his otorics are wouth asking
about!

LPIHS greatly appreciates and thanks Charbie and his family for the recent
0 willl Be kept in the Chapel and will be used for Loner Pollagrove history
ofide presentations. She outdaor lighting wifl be o great addition Lo the

£

SUBMITTED DEC. 27,201 1
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